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but those who continue his work. Looking on the
tradition of Jesus as their own private property,
the little coterie of Nazarcnes would have certainly
smothered it. Happily, this narrow circle disap-
peared before long: in the depths of the Hauran,
the kinsmen of Jesus were soon forgotten. They
lost all importance, and Jesus was left to his true
family3 to the only family whom he ever acknow-
ledged, those who "hear the word of God and keen
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it."1 Many passages in the Gospels, in which the
family of Jesus is represented in a light that can
hardly be called favourable, possibly arose from the
antipathy which the aristocratic pretensions of the
dcs$>osyni could not fail to inspire in those around
them.

III.

In proportion as the Church of Jerusalem falls*
the Church of Eome rises; or to put the fact in a
better way, a phenomenon that plainly shows itself
in the years that follow the victory of Titus is? that
the Church of Eome becomes more and more the

1 Luke xi. 28.